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Courage is standing up for what is right and taking action 
for those who cannot help themselves. Courage is at the 
heart of the Minderoo Foundation and the organisation is 
passionate in pursuit of its objectives. - Tonya McCusker

6 Walk Free Foundation — Overview

More than 45 million people are held in some form of slavery 
throughout the world. The Walk Free Foundation works to provide 
an integrated strategy to respond to this scourge against humanity.

Modern slavery is a complex and often hidden crime that crosses borders, sectors and 
jurisdictions. The Walk Free Foundation believes that a strong multi-faceted approach is 
needed to end modern slavery. This includes building a robust knowledge base to inform 
action, driving legislative change in key countries and harnessing the power of  businesses 
and faiths.

Through a combination of  direct 
implementation, grassroots community 
engagement and working in partnership 
with faiths, businesses, academics, NGOs 
and governments around the world; Walk 
Free believes we can end modern slavery.

Over the last four years, the Foundation’s Global Slavery Index (GSI) has developed world-
leading research to provide measurement of  the size and scale of  modern slavery, as well 
as assess vulnerability and governmental responses. Alongside this, the Global Freedom 
Network (GFN) has worked to catalyse world faiths in the fight against modern slavery, 
while Walk Free more broadly has worked with governments and businesses around the 
world in a range of  initiatives to change legislation and address supply chain issues.

Other activities have included building a global movement of  over eight million 
community activists at WalkFree.org and scaling of  effective anti-slavery responses in 
partnership with the Freedom Fund, local organisations and the community.

The Walk Free Foundation continues to work with faiths, governments and NGOs 
throughout the world to agitate for change and support initiatives dedicated to the 
eradication of  modern slavery in all of  its forms. In particular, the Foundation is working 
closely with the Australian Government on the Bali Process on People Smuggling, 
Trafficking in Persons and Related Transnational Crime, and will champion business sector 
engagement in this regional program. It is also pursuing avenues to encourage leading 
global economies to enact laws to ensure all organisations are held accountable for modern 
slavery in their supply chains.


