
MINDEROO FOUNDATION
The Minderoo Foundation was established by Andrew and Nicola Forrest in 2001 and was originally known as the Australian 
Children’s Trust. The Foundation's work is based on the mandate to give a hand up, not a hand out. The Foundation has 
supported over 250 initiatives across Australia and abroad including projects in education, research, Indigenous affairs, disaster 
response and the arts. With over AU$245 million invested philanthropically to date, the focus going forward is in five key areas: 
ending modern slavery, creating parity for Indigenous Australians, ensuring all children in Australia thrive by five, nurturing new 
talents in the arts, generating world-changing research and innovation in Western Australia and innovative community 
development initiatives. Since establishing the Foundation in 2001, Andrew and Nicola’s giving has evolved and includes a 
partnership approach as well as the design and direct implementation of key initiatives. 

Walk Free Foundation - www.walkfreefoundation.org
The Walk Free integrated strategy to end modern slavery was formally launched in December 2012 and 
comprises a multi-dimensional approach. By mobilising a global activist movement, generating the highest quality 
research, enlisting business and the world’s faiths and through government and civil sector partnerships, we 
believe effective interventions can be identified and scaled to the degree that slavery is eradicated.

GenerationOne - www.generationone.org.au
Launched in 2008, GenerationOne is a national initiative to create parity for Indigenous Australians. Starting with 
empowerment through training for a guaranteed job, the GenerationOne vocational training and employment 
model (VTEC) has been rolled out across Australia and enabled thousands of Indigenous Australians to gain 
employment. Minderoo through GenerationOne continues to pursue change in welfare, education and health to 
achieve parity in partnership with and for Indigenous Australians.

Thrive by Five
The science of brain development proves that nations who prioritise child development from before birth to the 
age of five, are most likely to have the strongest economies and societies. Minderoo is advocating for a shift to 
greater investment in early childhood across Australia through support of innovative models of service delivery; 
research partnerships; and engagement with all levels of Government on new policy initiatives. It is unacceptable 
that 60,000 children start school in Australia developmentally vulnerable and we believe every child can and 
should thrive by the age of five.

Forrest Research Foundation - www.forrestfoundation.org.au
Established in 2014 with a gift of AU$65 million, the Foundation will assist Western Australia in becoming a world-
class centre of research and innovation. By attracting the next generation of outstanding intellects to Australia, the 
Forrest Research Foundation will drive a new wave of innovation from Western Australia. The Forrest family's gift 
will make possible a creative living space for Forrest Scholars rivaling the best residential colleges in the world. 
Forrest Hall will be completed in 2018 on the banks of Perth's Swan River.

Arts, Culture and Community
Andrew and Nicola believe the arts are a critical component of strong, connected and vibrant communities. In 
addition, Minderoo invests in community empowerment initiatives that demonstrate a desire to give a hand up not 
a hand out. Through an investment of over AU$58 million in key arts, culture and community initiatives, Minderoo 
has supported a variety of projects across Australia and abroad. Minderoo’s commitment to the arts is currently 
focused on nurturing new talent and specifically bringing visiting artists to enrich the Western Australian Academy 
of Performing Arts.
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ANDREW AND NICOLA FORREST
Andrew and Nicola lead the Minderoo Foundation across all its philanthropic endeavours. Andrew remains Chairman of Fortescue Metals 
Group, the publicly listed company he founded in 2004, which is one of the world’s main suppliers of iron ore. Andrew is on the board of the 
Art Gallery of Western Australia and is a member of the Global Citizen Commission. He is a Director and Patron of the SAS Resources Trust 
and chaired a 2014 inquiry into system reform for Indigenous Australians on behalf of the Australian Prime Minister and Cabinet. Andrew 
and Nicola are joint patrons of the Kimberley Foundation of Australia and Sculpture by the Sea. Nicola is Director of the Minderoo Group, 
one of Australia’s largest private companies, Managing Director of Minderoo Station, a cattle operation in the Pilbara and Gascoyne regions 
of Western Australia and a Director of the Black Swan State Theatre Company. Nicola is also a member of the Australian Prime Minister's 
Community Business Partnership which was formed to drive increased philanthropy across Australia.

Catalytic philanthropy driven by measurement, sustainability, collaboration and prevention.
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