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“Education enhances innovation, and both provide 

the keys to the long term combatting of poverty. 

In so doing, we won’t just help the impoverished, 

but raise the universal standard of living.”

DRs AnDReW FoRResT AnD nicolA FoRResT, 

chAiRmAn AnD ceo oF The minDeRoo FounDATion 

AnD GoveRnoRs oF The FoRResT ReseARch FounDATion

all responsible for ensuring new 
knowledge is generated and then 
translated into solutions for the 
challenges facing our world and 
the opportunities to continue to lift 
universal standing of living.

The establishment of the Forrest 
Research Foundation is our 
recognition of the shrinking nature 
of the world and the considerable 
advance in communication eventually 
leading the human family – to live in 
a global village. The advancement of 
knowledge is not only essential for 
all who wish to live in an equitable 
world, but also to break down 
the inequality that can interrupt or 
destroy the peace for which the 
overwhelming majority of people in 
the world strives. it is imperative for 
the future of Australia and Western 
Australia that the brightest minds in 
this village are attracted to our state 
and our country to ensure that we 
continue to grow in both weight in 
global influence and living standard. 
We will achieve this by attracting the 
most outstanding minds to conduct 
their PhDs at one of Western 
Australia’s five universities, and house 
them together in Forrest hall.

in its first year of operations the 
Forrest Research Foundation has 
awarded seven scholarships to 
outstanding applicants. These 
scholars are working across fields 

including plant biology, DnA 
methylation, exploration geophysics, 
metabolic function, Duchenne 
muscular dystrophy and marine 
ecology. We look forward to growing 
our scholar numbers and increasing 
collaboration of the research 
networks available at our fingertips.

in the coming year, construction of 
the Forrest hall will commence.  

The standard of accommodation 
and its views to clear skies and 
sparkling waters of the swan 
river, with our clean fresh air and a 
beautiful environment all enhance 
the attraction of the state of the art 
facilities that will accommodate our 
scholars. We therefore look to them 
for an outstanding contribution to 
our human family. They are at least 
excited as we are and we hope that 
you will join with us in supporting 
them and the Foundation itself in 
becoming a world leading research 
institution right here in WA.

Drs Andrew and nicola Forrest

Foreword

having cut our teeth in think 
tanks, dealing rooms and strategy 
weekends, we know the power of 
very bright human beings working 
in always friendly, collaborative 
and occasionally competitive 
close quarters. There in sparks the 
intellectual energy and rigour to 
identify solutions and create new 
innovations for the advancement 
of the community, a company or 
the nation. 

Research drives change across 
all communities, local to global. 
in order for that research to 
challenge and inspire solutions 
to complex problems, it must be 
undertaken in collaboration between 
key players. The idea of Forrest 
hall is to put scholars who can 
generate the energy and drive to 
achieve outstanding results simply 
though sparking off each other and 
discussing problems which might 
otherwise seem unsolvable. This is 
particularly so when one academic 
discipline comes up with off the 
wall solutions in areas completely 
unfamiliar to their own territory. 
To fully harness the power of great 
scholars entrusting each other we 
also need the institutions that support 
them to be equally collaborative.

universities, research groups, policy 
makers, philanthropic leaders, 
community and governments are 
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Forrest scholars
From around the world
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By increasing our profile through key research connections of WA 

universities in just one year we have attracted Forrest Scholars from 

around the world. This map demonstrates the global reach of our 

recruitment. We are excited that our reach is expanding rapidly 

attracting the next generation of outstanding intellects assisting Western 

Australia in becoming a world-class hub of research and innovation.
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welcome messaGe From the warden 
marK cassIdY

it is my great pleasure as Warden of 
the Forrest Research Foundation to 
open the inaugural annual report. 

We are delighted that thanks to 
the generosity of the minderoo 
Foundation Trust we are now able 
to build on the momentum of WA 
universities as world leaders in 
research and innovation. 

We have ambitious plans over the 
coming years to firmly establish 
the Foundation as a global hub for 
interdisciplinary research, and we are 
confident that under the guidance 
of the Board of Governors and the 
selection committee we can achieve 
this ambitious goal. 

2015 was a milestone year; what 
started as an idea blossomed into 
a reality with the appointment of the 
first and second cohorts of Forrest 
scholars. Tim hammer, sophie 
monnier, Dulce vargas landin and 
Trung viet nguyen commenced 
their PhD’s at The university of 
Western Australia and in 2016 
we welcome marisa Duong and 
Karissa lear to the group who will 
be conducting their PhD’s at uWA 
and murdoch respectively.   

The essence of the Forrest 
scholarship program is about 
building relationships. looking into 
2016 the Foundation has prepared 
an exciting events program for the 
scholars fostering collegiality, life 
skills and long term collaborations. 
This includes public speaking 
courses, social events with key 
community leaders and embracing 
Western Australian culture with 
indigenous heritage tours. 

Also on the agenda for 2016 is the 
commencement of Forrest hall 
construction. This is an exciting 
venture as there is currently no other 
facility in Western Australia that aims 
to foster creativity and innovative 
thinking quite like what is planned. 
There is no doubt that Forrest hall will 
become an icon of this state and we 
are extremely grateful for all the hard 
work the planning team have put in 
to making this vision come to life. 

it is the  people who share in the 
life of the Foundation that shape 
and sustain its ethos. in september 
2015 we welcomed madelaine 
Fisher in the role as executive officer. 
madelaine was thrown in the deep 
end of an open application round 
and numerous key events with only 
a very short handover. needless to 
say madelaine chose to swim and 
we are excited for the strategic and 
marketing plans being developed by 
her to grow the Foundation over the 
next few years.

We were also very sad to say 
good bye to sanchia Robinson 
from the executive office position 
in september 2015. sanchia 
made an invaluable contribution 
to the Foundation establishing its 
website, overseeing our budget and 
coordinating the first two application 
rounds. We are extremely grateful 
for sanchia’s involvement here at the 
Foundation and wish her and her 
family all the best on their next big 
adventure in new caledonia.

mark cassidy 
interim Warden
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messaGe From the chaIr oF Governors commIttee

The Forrest Research Foundation 
is an organisation that celebrates 
creativity, innovation, and research. 
i have been a part of the Foundation 
since its inception over a year ago, 
and i am inspired by what i see. 

The business of running a 
competitive scholarship program 
can be a challenging one, especially 
working in partnership with all five 
Western Australian universities. 
The Forrest Research Foundation is 
approaching its future strategically 
and from a scholar-focused 
perspective. The Foundation is 
looking at new ways of engaging 
scholars to promote lifelong 
skills and perspective that allows 
each of them to develop into 
cutting edge researchers better 
equipped to apply their research in 
transformational ways. 

For me and my fellow Governors it is 
important that the Forrest Research 
Foundation is positioned at the 
forefront of research bodies across 
the globe, so that the scholarship 
programs can be made accessible 
by the most talented individuals 
regardless of their backgrounds. 
over the coming years we expect to 
grow our network globally giving our 
alumni valuable connections as they 
complete their PhD’s and into the 
next phase of their careers. 

Forrest scholars will have much 
to contribute to the world around 
them. i look forward to seeing their 
accomplishments and how their 
achievements improve our society. 

Dr michael chaney Ao 
chair
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meet the Governors

DR michAel chAney (Ao)

chAncelloR, uWA

emeRiTus PRoFessoR 

mARGAReT seARes (Ao) 

uWA

DR nicolA FoRResT 

ceo, minDeRoo FounDATion

PRoFessoR PAul Johnson 

vice-chAncelloR, uWA

mR GRAnT DonAlDson sc 

soliciToR GeneRAl oF 

WesTeRn AusTRAliA

PRoFessoR mARK cAssiDy 

WARDen, FoRResT ReseARch 

FounDATion

PRoFessoR DeBoRAh TeRRy 

vice-chAncelloR, cuRTin univeRsiTy

DR AnDReW FoRResT 

chAiRmAn, minDeRoo FounDATion

more information on each member of the Governors committee can be found at page 27.
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messaGe From the chaIr oF the selectIon commIttee

The selection committee makes 
recommendations to the Governors 
of the Forrest Research Foundation 
for the award of Forrest Research 
Foundation scholarships. This is a 
difficult task, and members of the 
committee in 2015 spent a great 
deal of time considering the many 
applications, interviewing short 
listed candidates and coming to its 
recommendations. The selection 
committee has the onerous but 
critical role of applying, by its 
recommendations to the Governors 
on scholars, the vision of the Forrest 
Research Foundation. in time, and 
we hope soon, Forrest scholars 
will make a real difference to the 
world through their exceptional 
ability, resourcefulness and originality 
incubated by world class innovation 
and research in Western Australia. 

it has been encouraging to see 
that all of our Forrest scholars have 
seen the scholarship as more than 
‘just another’ scholarship program. 
every Forrest scholar has shown a 
commitment to fulfil the high ideals 
of the Forrest Research Foundation. 
each is committed to not only 
making a difference through their 
immediate research, but to change 
and improve the world. 

The selection committee was thrilled 
this year by the quality of applicants 
and by the desire of all of them to get 
in on the ground floor of something 
that will become very special. 
The vision of the Forrest Research 
Foundation and the enthusiasm and 
commitment of the Foundation’s 
benefactors has inspired some of the 
world’s most exciting young scholars 
and researchers to come to Western 
Australia and others to stay here. 
Among our first cohorts of Forrest 
scholars we have brilliant students, 
women and men, from mexico, 
France, vietnam and the united 
states. They are pursuing research 

in fields as diverse as epigenetics, 
oceanography, plant biology, and 
muscular dystrophy. 

it is wonderful to note that all of our 
Forrest scholars have shown a real 
desire to translate their research into 
solutions for real world problems. 
it has been less than twelve months 
since the first cohort was announced 
and one of our Forrest scholars 
is already making discoveries 
that can potentially change global 
agricultural practices. 

A wonderful start has been made 
and, looking forward, the selection 
committee hopes to continue to 
see international and Australian 
applicants who inspire, who will excel 
and who will be ambassadors for 
research in Western Australia. 

Grant Donaldson sc
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meet the selectIon commIttee

mR GRAnT DonAlDson sc 

soliciToR GeneRAl oF 

WesTeRn AusTRAliA

PRoFessoR mARK cAssiDy 

WARDen, FoRResT ReseARch 

FounDATion

DR Alec o’connell 

heADmAsTeR, scoTch colleGe

PRoFessoR DAviD moRRison 

DePuTy vice-chAncelloR 

ReseARch AnD DeveloPmenT, 

muRDoch univeRsiTy

DR AnDReW FoRResT 

chAiRmAn, minDeRoo FounDATion

PRoFessoR KATe TRinAJsTic 

DePuTy DeAn oF ReseARch, 

cuRTin univeRsiTy FAculTy oF 

science AnD enGineeRinG

PRoFessoR RoByn oWens 

DePuTy vice-chAncelloR 

ReseARch, uWA

PRoFessoR JonAThAn cARAPeTis 

DiRecToR, TeleThon KiDs insTiTuTe

DR nicolA FoRResT 

ceo, minDeRoo FounDATion

ms KATe o’hARA 

DiRecToR, hAWAiiAn

PRoFessoR hARvey millAR 

cenTRe DiRecToR, PlAnT 

eneRGy BioloGy, ARc cenTRe 

oF excellence, uWA

For more information on selection 
committee members see pages 27–31.
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trunG vIet nGuYen

My research…
i have always been inspired by 
the complexity of the molecular 
mechanism of how our human 
genome is regulated, and whether 
it is possible to learn from nature 
and design tools to specifically turn 
genes on or off. The epigenome is 
a molecular code superimposed 
upon the genome that controls 
how the genetic information is read 
without altering the underlying DnA 
sequence, allowing distinct sets 
of genes to be turned on or off in 
different cell types to achieve cellular 
specialisation. DnA methylation is 
an essential epigenetic mechanism 
underlying gene regulation. 
however, it has not been possible 
to specifically manipulate DnA 
methylation at desired locations in 
the genome in order to control gene 
expression. my research aims to 
develop innovative molecular tools 
based on recent advanced genome 
editing technology to manipulate 
DnA methylation and other 
epigenetic modifications at specific 
loci (locations) in the genome. These 
tools will advance our understanding 
of the epigenome, and may be 
used for basic research and clinical 
application to correct aberrant 
epigenetic patterns in disease states 
such as cancer. 

meet the scholars

The targeted epigenome editing 
systems i will pioneer will be based 
upon the new RnA-guided cRisPR/
cas9 genome editing tool. i will 
generate novel ‘epimodifier’ proteins 
in which different catalytic domains 
of enzymes that add or remove 
particular epigenetic modifications 
will be fused to the cas9 DnA 
binding protein. The epimodifier 
proteins can be directed to any 
desired location in the genome 
by supplying a short guide RnA 
sequence that matches the target 
genome sequence. The specific 
change in DnA methylation and other 
epigenetic modifications induced by 
the epimodifiers at target loci will be 
tested using whole genome DnA 
methylation profiling (methylc-seq) 
and chromatin immunoprecipitation 
sequencing (chiP-seq). Finally, i will 
apply the optimised epimodifers to 
specifically manipulate critical genes 
involved in tumour development. 
overall, the establishment of 
these precision epigenome editing 
systems will provide an invaluable 
tool to investigate the causal role 
of epigenetic modifications in gene 
regulation, and remedy its disruption 
in diseases such as cancer.

over the last 3 months, i have been 
involved in literature review and 
discussion with my supervisors to 
come up with plans and strategies 
for my research. i have also 
generated eight different epimodifiers 
by molecular cloning, which are 
able to alter different DnA or 
histone methylation. i will transfect 
these epimodifers into mammalian 
cells in the near future to test their 
efficiency. i will also test changes 
of gene expression upon applying 
these epimodifers.

Events…
i had the opportunity to participate 
in the Perkins retreat at the end of 
october 2015 when i just arrived 
in Perth. in this retreat, most of the 
PhD students and post-doctoral 
researchers at the harry Perkins 
institute presented their posters and 
gave an oral presentation. The retreat 
was organised in Jarrahdale. it was 
also a good chance for me to get to 
know everyone and their research at 
the harry Perkins institute, since we 
are moving to the Perkins facility in 
the near future. i also discovered that 
there are a few people in the institute 
who have the same interests in my 
area of research, which is good for 
collaboration, sharing knowledge and 
skill sets in the future.

The Forrest Scholarship to me…
Research is a very time-consuming 
process and requires patience and 
dedication. The Forrest Research 
Foundation scholarship has given 
me invaluable mental and generous 
financial support, so i do not have 
to worry too much about tuition fees 
and living expenses. As a result, 
i can focus 100% of my time on my 
research. This definitely will give me 
a further boost in order for me to 
make better progress during my PhD. 
in addition, the scholarship has given 
me the unique opportunity to train in 
one of the world’s best laboratories 
here at uWA in the field of 
epigenetics. The laboratory is headed 
by the young and very talented 
scientist, Professor Ryan lister. The 
laboratory has a capacity to do a lot 
of whole-genome sequencing which 
will help facilitate my PhD project. 
moreover, Ryan also has international 
collaborators who are experts in the 
field. This will give me the chance of 
having in-depth reviews and insights 
for my PhD project. 
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In 10 years…
i see myself as a dedicated 
researcher in the field of cancer 
research, working towards a cure 
for cancer. i would like to see the 
transition of basic research into 
clinical applications, especially 
utilising the epigenome editing tools 
that i am generating during my 
PhD to correct aberrant epigenetic 
patterns in cancer. successful 
utilisation of these tools in correcting 
the cancer genome might advance 
cancer medicine and set a 
fundamental foundation for future 
therapeutic cancer interventions 
that are more efficacious and have 
fewer side effects. This research will 
also have a major impact and broad 
application in the emerging field of 
epigenetic engineering, which is an 
important global research priority in 
the field.

Outside the lab…
i have been enjoying growing herbs 
in my little garden and also enjoy 
cooking with my partner. We also 
love going to the meditation section 
at the vietnamese temple every 
sunday. This has helped us learn 
how to better concentrate and help 
us adjust to our busy lives.

The first few months living 
in Perth…
i feel my first three months in Perth 
have been very enjoyable and full 
of wholesome experiences. Apart 
from being busy with experiments in 
the laboratory, i have been able to 
get to some of the popular places 
around Perth including the beautiful 
Fremantle, cottesloe beach, Penguin 
island, Kings Park and Perth Zoo. 
Together with other scholars Dulce, 
sophie, Tim and a few of our friends, 
we organised a 2-day trip to the 
margaret River region. i also explore 
quite a few vietnamese supermarkets 
in Perth and i enjoyed the gorgeous 
fireworks in langley Park on 
Australia Day.

A moment of thanks…
i would like to express my deepest 
gratitude to Andrew and nicola 
Forrest and the Forrest Research 
Foundation for making my journey 
and dream come true. This is my 
very first and the most valuable 
scholarship i have ever received in 
my life. i will definitely try my best 
and work as hard as i can during 
my PhD to make the most out of it. 
i will also be a diligent volunteer and 
ambassador to share the information 
about the scholarship to my friends, 
as well as how good it is to be part of 
the Forrest scholar family.

in FRonT oF The PlAnT eneRGy BioloGy, ARc cenTRe oF excellence 
BuilDinG WheRe i Am WoRKinG

my suPeRvisoR RyAn lisTeR AnD me on 
The DAy oF The inAuGuRAl lAunch oF 
The FoRResT scholARshiP

on uWA cAmPus, JusT minuTes 
BeFoRe GoinG To The FoRResT 
scholARshiP inTeRvieW
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dulce varGas landIn

My research…
i am using genomics and 
epigenomics technologies to evaluate 
the impact of environmental stimuli 
and l1 (a ‘jumping’ gene within our 
genome) mobilisation in the brain. 
These two mechanisms produce 
differences in the neural genomes 
during adult neurogenesis (process 
in which newborn neurons are 
generated). This diversity created in 
neurons, could be involved in adult 
learning and memorising processes. 
however, these alterations in the 
neurons may also disturb neural 
functions that predispose or lead 
to brain injuries and neurological 
and neuropsychiatric disorders. 

Therefore, the characterisation 
of this heterogeneity within the 
neurons could give us a better 
understanding of adult brain 
function and dysfunction. 

i have always been amazed by the 
diversity of biological organisms and 
how such variety can be encoded 
in their DnA. it is for this reason i 
chose a biological career in Genomic 
sciences. Then, i fell in love with 
transposons, which unlike genes 
they can mobilise within the genome. 
They comprise almost half of the 
sequences in the human genome 
and are involved in genome evolution, 
diseases, gene functions and more. 
During my masters i worked with l1 
transposons, which represent 17% 
of the human genome and are the 
only active transposon elements we 
have. For my PhD, i wanted to do 
something that involved my passion 
of genomics and l1 biology and i 
was fortunate to get one of the most 
amazing projects in this area: l1 
mobilisation in human brains. This 
project is not only about my favourite 
things, but it is also about the most 
complex organ we have: the brain.

During these three months i have 
been optimising protocols for my 
brain samples and exploring the 
computational tools i will use for the 
data analysis. This month, i prepared 
some samples, and now i am just 
waiting for sequencing data to start 
the analysis. in February 2016, i will 
have a first epigenetic profile of brain 
cells, which will be the base of my 
project. Additionally, i have been 
working on my Research Proposal, 
which is now being reviewed by my 
supervisors. 

Events…
i am planning to attend the 37th 
lorne Genome conference 2016 
in the genomics field in February 
2016. i will be discussing with our 
collaborators about my project and 
seeing what other people are doing 
in this area.

i have also attended some of the 
workshops at the uWA Graduate 
Research school. i found them really 
useful to establish the basis of my 
project for the research Proposal. 
i am very happy and grateful that 
we have this kind help at uWA.

The Forrest Scholarship to me…
it has really enhanced my scientific 
career as i can participate in more 
conferences during my PhD, giving 
me the opportunity to present my 
work to the world and to expand my 
network for future collaborations. 
i think science communication 
is essential in research, and with 
the Forrest Research Foundation 
scholarship i am in the best position 
to practice it. moreover, the Forrest 
Research Foundation scholarship 
gives me, as a student, a stable 
financial situation that allows me to 
focus just on my research. This part 
is really important, as i have seen 
students neglecting their studies 
because of money issues. 

In 10 Years…
i will be solving relevant biological 
questions. i do not know which 
position i will have by that time, as 
a scientific career has postdoctoral 
training after a PhD. Therefore, i may 
be finishing my postdoctoral training 
and starting my own laboratory. 
But no matter what, i will be doing 
what i love the most, science.

12  |  FoRResT ReseARch FounDATion annual report 2015



Outside the Lab… 
These first three months have been 
about adapting my PhD at both 
personal and professional levels. 
on a personal level, i have had to 
‘adapt’ (i think it will never happen) 
to Perth’s hot weather, which for me 
has been really hard. i cannot wait 
for the winter. i am now aware of the 
uv index and the precautions that i 
have to take to avoid skin problems. 
Apart from that, i have settled into 
a routine, cycling to work early in 
the morning and home again when 
the sun goes down to avoid the hot 
weather. last semester, i took a 
kayaking course at uWA and i loved 
it. i am hoping to take it this term 
too. i also do other indoor physical 
activities to keep fit and relax. some 
weekends i explore Perth and 
its surroundings. 

Living in Perth…
Apart from the heat, i will say living 
in Perth is really beautiful. The nature 
around here is amazing, with lots of 
animals and landscape to be seen. 

AT The 37Th AnnuAl loRne Genome 
conFeRence, FeBRuARy 2016

AT RoTTnesT islAnD
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sophIe monnIer

My research…
i always have had a passion for 
earth sciences. To me there was no 
question about the field of research i 
wanted to pursue. here i am now, in 
Western Australia for that purpose.

i started my PhD four months ago. 
The first month allowed me to settle 
at the centre for energy Geoscience 
(ceG) and get my project started. 
The first three weeks allowed 
me to get familiar with the staff, 
computational environment, and to 
get the necessary facilities to conduct 
the project (i.e. personal computer 
and software packages).

i am incredibly lucky to have my 
PhD based on an already existing 
seismic dataset, and the first and 
second months were devoted to 
meeting the dataset owners on 
several occasions, discussing the 
terms and conditions of handing this 
data over to the uWA Geophysics 
group and executing the transfer. 
This followed with thorough Qc of 
the data and appropriate storage on 
the Geophysics cluster. There might 
be additional data transfers at a later 
stage of my project.

i subsequently presented an outline 
of my research at a Geophysics 
consortium in november. since then, 
i have been engaged on preparing 
my research proposal, which is 

due mid-march. This has involved 
starting a thorough literature review, 
meeting with my supervisor and co-
supervisors to discuss past research 
and what innovation we can bring 
and starting a draft. i will be pursuing 
this activity for the next month and 
a half.

Events…
i have been involved in the following 
activities since september:
•	 Attending an Australian society of 

exploration Geophysicist (AseG) 
one-day course on time-lapse (4D) 
seismic by Prof. David lumley

•	 Attending two evening technical 
presentations from invited 
speakers by the AseG

•	 Taking part in a half-day high 
school outreach of the uWA 
Geophysics society of exploration 
Geophysicists (seG) student 
chapter. The afternoon involved 
introducing high school girls 
to Geophysics and its main 
applications through short 
presentations, fun exercises and 
small field experiments

•	 Attending a uWA five-day 
course on statistics and R 
(statistics software)

•	 Presenting my research plan to the 
school of earth and environment 
(see) annual symposium, as 
well as the uWA:Rm bi-annual 
sponsor’s meeting

•	 Attending a one-week international 
energy Agency for Greenhouse 
Gases (ieAGhG) summer 
school on carbon capture and 
sequestration (ccs). it involved 
presentations and seminars from 
distinguished speakers about the 
current state-of-the-art of ccs 
technology, main applications 
so far and future challenges for 
large-scale implementation. Those 
presentations were completed 
by evening team work and a final 
project presentation at the end of 
the week. my team won the award 
for best presentation of 2015.

•	 i have joined the uWA society of 
exploration Geophysicist (seG) 

student chapter as secretary/
Treasurer for 2016. The student 
chapter tries to promote 
geophysics to the local community 
by undertaking small geophysical 
projects and outreaching to 
schools and universities. 2015 
projects involved geophysical/
archeological work at the 
Fremantle prison for example.

The Forrest Scholarship to me…
The scholarship is helping me by 
allowing me to complete my PhD in 
one of the top Geophysics groups 
in the world. The opportunity to be 
in this group, surrounded by highly 
competent people in Geophysics, 
computer science and Geology is 
helping me grow on a personal level 
at a very fast rate. Already after a 
few months i have learnt a lot, and 
have participated in various seminars 
and activities. 

locally, i am also building an inner 
circle of professional connections 
within the uWA Geophysics group, 
as well as with the uWA:Rm 
sponsors from the major Petroleum 
and Geophysics companies present 
in Perth. 

on an international level, the Forrest 
Research Foundation scholarship 
will also help me travel and attend 
international conferences to present 
and share my research with fellow 
geophysicists. This will help me meet 
top-notch people in my specialty, 
develop connections from all around 
the world, and create opportunities 
to discuss future projects and 
career plans.

In 10 Years…
it is too early to tell what i will be 
doing in 10 years, unfortunately. 
A year and a half ago, i would not 
have imagined being in Western 
Australia doing my PhD. Who knows 
what a decade of work will bring?
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Outside of my research…
in my spare time, i enjoy exercising 
and dancing. i have been biking 
regularly, dancing Argentine tango 
and Ballet, and started yoga in 
Perth. When my partner came to 
Perth, we visited several places 
such as Rottnest island, margaret 
River and Penguin island. i hope to 
discover more of Western Australia 
in the future. 

Adjusting to Perth is an interesting 
task. life quality has increased 
dramatically after moving to our 
new property in subiaco, at the 
beginning of December. i have been 
enjoying much more of the suburb 
and surroundings, and started to 
feel more at home. The climate and 
weather are difficult to adapt to for 
someone coming from a colder 
climate, though. i would say this has 
been the most difficult task for me 
so far. Also, i would describe Perth 
as a slow-paced city. This is a new 
experience for me, having lived in 
busy cities such as Paris, london 
and Buenos Aires. 

Living in Perth…
The first three months i would 
describe as a transition period. it was 
a busy period that involved starting 
the project, getting used to a new 
city, living with new people and being 
in temporary housing at st George’s 
college. The objective was to try to 
start finding a life balance, but with 
so many things playing together i 
would say the first months felt like 
juggling with too many balls.

As of now, i feel more relaxed in our 
new home, i have developed a work 
routine and been able to focus on 
my research proposal. i have been 
able to start physical activities that i 
enjoy and that allow me to relax and 
expend energy after work. The next 
thing i will be looking forward to are 
cooler days.

FielD TRiP To hARvey BoRehole siTe, souTh WesT huB

ieAGhG summeR school GRADuATion DinneR. PicTuRe oF The WinninG TeAm FoR PRoJecT 
PResenTATion. PRoJecT TiTle: “is ccs A viABle soluTion FoR DeveloPinG counTRies?”

PResenTATions DuRinG The ieAGhG summeR school
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tImothY hammer

My research…
i have always been interested in the 
questions of how life evolved, e.g. 
what environmental and biological 
pressures have driven speciation and 
extinction. i have likewise thought 
that plants, which are some of the 
most diverse group of organisms 
and usually the most important 
organisms in their ecosystems, give 
us the best opportunity to explore 
such questions. During my PhD, 
i will be studying Ptilotus (mulla 
mulla), which is a large, native group 
of plants well adapted to the arid 
regions of Australia. The main aims 
of my thesis are to establish a fully 

resolved evolutionary tree (phylogeny) 
of Ptilotus and its relatives using 
next generation sequencing, for 
use in subsequent analyses and to 
resolve the taxonomy of the group. 
i will assess phosphorus metabolism 
in the group, which will elucidate 
how diversity may be a result of 
adaptation to low-nutrient soils by 
comparing the ability of species in 
relation to evolutionary history. i will 
conduct the first pollination study 
in the genus to test how pollinator-
driven shifts may have spurred 
speciation and its incredible floral 
diversity. The phylogeny will be 
used to conduct a biogeographical 
analysis for Ptilotus and its relatives 
to reveal the age and continent of 
origin of the group and to track the 
spatial and environmental changes 
over evolutionary time. Tying these 
topics together will be an ancestral 
niche reconstruction that will give 
insights into how environmental 
factors and climate change 
may have driven large and rapid 
diversification events seen in Ptilotus. 
it will also allow the assessment of 
the importance of environmental 
heterogeneity versus pollinator 
shifts driving adaptive radiations 
within this group and analogous arid 
Australian groups. 

To date, i have submitted my 
research proposal, and have started 
on various aspects on my research. 
i have collected many specimens 
in the Pilbara, but there are still key 
species yet to collect from different 
regions. i have begun key parts 
of my project such as those using 
molecular lab work and scanning 
electron microscopy. i am completing 
a paper that will describe and name 
a new genus of plant (related to but 
still very different from Ptilotus), and i 
will shortly submit this for publication. 
i am continuing to plan for fieldtrips 
for the upcoming growing season, 
during which i will complete my 
collections and field observations. 

Fieldwork and events…
i have been on several field trips 
since i have commenced at uWA, 
a few of which were long camping 
trips where specimens were collected 
for research. During spring, i was 
out in the field every weekend 
collecting something. i attended the 
society of Australian systematic 
Biologists conference in December 
and presented the research that 
i have done so far. i also gave a 
presentation on native plants to the 
local Wildflower society of Western 
Australia. in addition to these 
activities, i also taught for the school 
of Plant Biology and plan to continue 
to do so this coming semester. 

The Forrest Research Foundation 
Scholarship to me…
This scholarship allows me to work 
in one of the best schools for plant 
biology, learn from great researchers 
in my field, and conduct research 
in Western Australia in one of the 
most botanically interesting areas 
in the world. These experiences will 
help to make me a better botanist 
and researcher.

In 10 years…
i plan to have a research/teaching 
position at a university. 

Outside of my research…
i like to go hiking and exploring 
around Perth. When it is too hot to 
go out into the bush and botanise, 
i enjoy reading books. 

Living in Perth…
my first few months were busy. When 
i arrived, i had little time to plan and 
execute my fieldwork for the season. 
After my trips, i was kept busy writing 
my research proposal and teaching.
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marIsa duonG

Background…
i am from vung Tau city in vietnam. 
i moved to Australia seven years 
ago to study year 10 at Kalamunda 
senior high school. now i have 
just completed my fourth and final 
year of the Bachelor of Philosophy 
(honours), majoring in Biochemistry 
and Finance, at The university of 
Western Australia.

The road to becoming a 
researcher…
i am an avid learner who loves 
researching, picking up new 
skills and gaining new knowledge 
as well as passing on my skills 
and knowledge. my passion 
for research grew stronger and 
stronger as i progressed through my 
undergraduate years, during which 
i was engaged in various research 
opportunities in parallel with the 

university coursework. in my honours 
year, i felt energised every time i 
entered the laboratory to perform 
biochemistry experiments and enjoy 
the thrill of awaiting meaningful 
results. As i have realised there is 
simply so much we don’t know and 
have learned to be comfortable with 
facing the unknown, i feel humbled 
whilst determined to build up my 
career as a researcher.

The nature of research alone is 
enough to excite me, and the 
potential medical applications of 
my research further motivate me to 
immerse myself into this stimulating 
intellectual quest to push the 
boundaries of human knowledge. 
i wish to become an expert in my 
field of biochemical research, which 
is called Proteomics, and i would 

feel extremely rewarded to see 
my research being translated into 
specific medical applications to 
benefit the world in tangible ways.

Proposed research…
Proteins are little machineries that 
carry out numerous functions 
for the cells in our body. in many 
diseases, our cells suffer from a 
state called “oxidative stress” where 
the protein structures and functions 
are changed, which worsens the 
disease symptoms. my research 
aims to develop a technique that 
could pinpoint which specific 
proteins change their structures 
under oxidative stress. That way, 
we could better understand what 
happen inside the disease cells, 
thereby helping with developing 
effective treatments.

announcement oF the 2016 scholars

In December 2015 the Foundation welcomed two new scholars 

into the program. We are thrilled that Marisa Duong (Vietnam) and 

Karissa Lear (USA) will be joining the Forrest family in February 2016. 

Marisa will be conducting her research at UWA while Karissa will be 

attending Murdoch University.
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KarIssa lear 

Background…
i was born and raised in seattle, 
WA, usA. Growing up close to 
the ocean sparked my interest in 
marine science from a young age, 
when one of my favourite things to 
do was to search through the local 
rocky tidepools for sea stars and sea 
cucumbers. This fascination with 
marine life persevered throughout my 
childhood and beyond, and i pursued 
this interest during my undergraduate 
degree at clark university in 
Worcester, mA, usA, including 
spending a semester abroad in the 
Turks and caicos islands studying 
spotted eagle rays. After completing 
my Bachelor’s Degree, i moved 
to Florida to work at mote marine 
laboratory, and have spent the past 
two years studying the behaviour 
and physiology of sharks and other 
elasmobranchs using acceleration 

data logging tags. i love being able 
to use this technology to learn what 
these animals do in the open ocean 
where we can’t directly observe 
them, and am excited to continue 
this work with sawfish during my 
graduate studies.

Proposed research…
my project investigates the behaviour 
and activity patterns of largetooth 
sawfish using acceleration data 
loggers, the same type of technology 
found in smart phones, Fitbits, and 
video game controllers. This project 
employs these bio-logging tags 
alongside respirometry techniques 
to study how temperature drives 
the behaviour and physiology of 
largetooth sawfish. This information 
will be used to predict how climate 
change and land use will impact 
future sawfish populations in 
Australia, and to assess how to best 
guide conservation measures for this 
critically endangered species.
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Forrest hall 

activities in last quarter

expressions of interest (eoi) were assessed and four builders have been selected to Tender the Works

The city of Perth has issued its recommendation to the Western Australian Planning commission (WAPc) for approval of 
the development subject to conditions for WAPc to adopt on the Development Application (DA).

Fire safety engineering Report (FseR) has been lodged with DFes. 

Tender document suite completed with uWA procurement ready for tender. 

Green star targets have been agreed. 

Final building code compliance report issues (for tender). 

value engineering completed for the purpose of tendering.

activity timeline

The timeline for the project has been updated and is estimated as follows:

Activity Estimated Timeframe

Development Approval Received February 2016

Tender phase January 2016 – April 2016

execution of building contract may 2016

completion of design phase may 2016 – september 2016

construction phase september 2016 – January 2018

Practical completion 19 January 2018

occupation 5 February 2018
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estimated Costs and Funding

The forecast total project cost as at 19 January 2016 is $18.6m.

This is 7.98% ($1.3m) over the project budget of $17.3m. 

Approximately $1.4m of potential cost saving opportunities have been identified by the project team. These will be 
explored during the tender phase. it is also expected that the competitive tension of the tender process will yield keener 
pricing than forecasted. 

Activity Estimated Costs

estimated costs

construction sum $16,115,850

loose furniture and equipment $567,500

consultant fees $1,444,430

construction contingency $500,000

total $18,627,780

Funding Source Amount

Approved Funding sources
Forrest Research Foundation $15,000,000

uWA car Park Fund $2,254,200

total $17,254,200

variance from budget 7.96% $1,373,580
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FInancIal update

The cumulative donation received as 
at 31 December 2015 is $19.5m. 

The total carrying value of the 
Foundation assets as at 31 
December 2015 were $20.1m, 
of which 96% is invested in the 
long Term Pool (representing 
the cumulative donation net 
of investment returns, capital 
expenditure and annual spending 
since inception). 

The investment income from both 
the long Term and short Term Pools 
were distributed in December 2015 
in the sum of $613k1 and $21k2 
respectively. The long Term Pool 
returns were lower than originally 
budgeted, however bounced back 
into positive territory during the 
quarter delivering a return of 2.9% 
for the quarter and 4.6% for the year, 
despite ongoing market volatility. 

overall the Forrest Research 
Foundation returned a positive net 
operating result of $6.5m, being a 
net decrease of $0.6m compared 
to budget primarily driven by 
lower than budgeted investment 
returns and higher than budgeted 
total expenditure3. 

The annual 5% spending distribution 
made available to fund scholarships 
and administrative costs in 2016 
is $684k which is lower when 
compared to budget ($711k).

The investment strategy Review 
and proposed amended investment 
Policy statement were approved 
by senate in march 2015. 

1 Representing a lTP investment 
distribution of 4.48% (2015 budget: 
6.46%)

2 Representing a sTP investment 
distribution of 4.60% (2015 budget: 
4.60%)

3 Forrest Research Foundation – 2016 
to 2020 operating Budget approved 
october 2015

implementation of the review 
recommendations has commenced 
and the university will be transitioning 
to the new policy during 2016. 
Financial services at uWA will 
provide an update on the transitional 
impact on the Forrest 10 year 
forecast and investment profile 
in 2016. 

The income and expenditure 
statement and statement of 
investments that follow shows 
financial performance and position 
of the Foundation funds for the year 
ended 31 December 2015. 

A detailed summary capital split 
and investment in each respective 
investment pool is also attached 
(Appendix 1). 
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Forrest research FoundatIon: 
Income and expendIture 
(Year ended 31 december 2015)

  2014 2015 2015

notes
Dec 

$
Dec 

$
Budget 

$

InCoMe   

Funds from Forrest Foundation 1 6,500,000 6,500,000 6,500,000

   

investments income 2 626,800 634,491 1,082,210

   

net InCoMe 7,126,800 7,134,491 7,582,210

  

eXpenDIture   

Forrest Research scholarships   

uWA scholarships Awarded 3 - 129,548 129,548

   

Administration costs    

salaries - 101,832 97,291

marketing - - 50,000

operating - 40,373 30,286

consulting and Professional services 4 71,542 308,005 118,690

   

total eXpenDIture 71,542 579,758 425,815

net operatInG reSult 7,055,258 6,554,733 7,156,395

   

SuMMarY oF FunDS    

Balance of Funds Brought Forward from Previous years 6,721,758 13,777,016 13,777,016

Add: net operating Result 7,055,258 6,554,733 7,156,395

less: Forrest hall construction Project  (235,285) (241,649)

   

BalanCe oF FunDS  13,777,016 20,096,464 20,691,762

NOTES:

1. cAPiTAl FunDs ReceiveD in ocToBeR AnD novemBeR DuRinG 2014 AnD 2015 ResPecTively.

2. AnnuAl 5% invesTmenT sPenDinG DisTRiBuTion occuRs in DecemBeR eAch yeAR.

3. Five PhD scholARshiPs WeRe AWARDeD DuRinG 2015, WiTh one scholAR DeFeRRinG TheiR AWARD unTil 2017.

4. consulTAncy Fees FoR DesiGn WoRKs AssociATeD WiTh The FoRResT hAll PRoJecT.
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statement oF Investments 
(Year ended 31 december 2015)

 2014 2015

notes
Dec 

$
Dec 

$

investments   

Short term Investment pool 1   

Forrest Foundation short-term Funds 356,140 762,831

Forrest Foundation salaries - 1,168

Forrest Foundation Admin (operating) - 31,962

Forrest Foundation scholarships - -

Forrest hall construction 271,649 -

long term Investment pool   

Forrest Foundation capital 2 13,149,227 19,300,503

total investments 3 13,777,016 20,096,464

Figure 1 shows the allocation of 
assets by investments for the 
year ended 2015, while Figures 2 
and 3 shows the respective pool 
asset allocations.

Financial services will review 
the suitability of the investment 
allocations to ensure it aligns with the 
Foundation’s objectives to preserve 
and grow capital, whilst maximising 
the income available for awards.

NOTES:

1. The BAlAnce oF FunDs ARe invesTeD in The sTP AnD Receives A 5% sPenDinG DisTRiBuTion eAch yeAR oR oTheRWise 
DeTeRmineD By The commiTTee.

2. $684,191 sPenDinG DisTRiBuTion FRom The lTP invesTmenT FunDs AT The enD oF 2015 FoR 2016 ADmin cosT, sAlARies 
AnD AWARDinG oF scholARshiPs. 

3. 2015 DisTRiBuTions FoR lTP AnD sTP FunDs WeRe $613K AnD $21.4K ResPecTively.

FiGuRe 1

 short term investment pool

 long term investment pool

FiGuRe 2: 2015 lonG TeRm 

Pool AsseT AllocATions

 liquids 

 Australian equities

 overseas equities

 Property Trusts

 Australian Fixed interests 

 overseas Fixed interests 

FiGuRe 3: 2015 shoRT TeRm 

Pool AsseT AllocATions

Investment allocatIons

4%

96%

9.2%

35.8%

24.9%

5.5%

20.3%

4.3%
26.8%

12.4%

8.7%

1.9%

44.6%

5.6%
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appendIx 1

ForreSt FounDatIon lonG terM pool

notes 2014  
Dec 

$

2015  
Dec 

$

opening Balance 6,721,758 13,149,226

Add:   

capital donation 6,500,000 6,500,000

lTP investment income 621,108 613,035

7,121,108 7,113,035

  

lTP investment Distribution Rate 8.72% 4.48%

  

Less:   

5% spending Distribution 356,140 684,191

Forrest hall construction Funding 337,500 277,567

693,640  961,758 

  

closing Balance 13,149,226  19,300,503 

ForreSt FounDatIon SHort terM pool

opening Balance  - 627,790

Add:   

5% spending Distribution 1 356,140 684,191

Forrest hall construction Funding 337,500 -

sTP investment income 5,692 21,456

699,332 1,333,437

  

sTP investment Distribution Rate 4.45% 4.60%

  

Less:   

expenses – Forrest scholars  - 129,548

expenses – salaries  - 101,832

expenses – operating  - 40,373

expenses – Forrest hall construction Project 71,542 265,723

71,542 537,476

  

Closing Balance 627,790 795,961

ForreSt FounDatIon

Balance of funds 13,777,016 20,096,464

NOTES:

1. AnnuAl DisTRiBuTion occuRs in DecemBeR eAch yeAR
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bIoGraphIes oF commIttee members

dr mIchael chaneY (ao)
Governors Committee – Chair

michael chaney graduated with 
Bachelor of science and master of 
Business Administration degrees 
from The university of Western 
Australia in 1972 and 1980 
respectively. he completed the 
Advanced management Program at 
harvard Business school in 1992 
and has also been awarded an 
honorary Doctorate of laws from 
The university of Western Australia. 

After obtaining his science degree, 
mr chaney worked for eight years as 
a petroleum geologist in Australia and 
the usA. he joined the Australian 
industry Development corporation 
in 1980 as a corporate finance 
executive and became manager for 
Western Australia in 1981. he joined 
Wesfarmers in 1983 as company 
secretary and Administration 
manager, became Finance Director in 
1984 and was appointed managing 
Director in July 1992. he retired from 
that position in July 2005.

mr chaney is chairman of 
Wesfarmers limited and Woodside 
Petroleum limited. he is chancellor 
of the university of Western Australia 
and a member of the commonwealth 
science council and the Australia-
Germany Advisory Group. he is 
also a director of the centre for 
independent studies. 

mr chaney was appointed an 
officer in the order of Australia in 
2004 for services to business and 
the community.

proFessor 

paul Johnson
Governors Committee

Prior to his appointment as vice-
chancellor of The university of 
Western Australia in 2012, Professor 

Paul Johnson served as vice-
chancellor of la Trobe university in 
victoria for four years. Before moving 
to Australia, Professor Johnson 
served three years as Deputy Director 
of the london school of economics.

Professor Johnson received his 
doctorate from oxford university 
in 1982. 

Professor Johnson has been an 
expert adviser on pension reform 
and the economics of demographic 
change to the World Bank, the 
united nations Research institute 
for social Development, the British 
Government and the house of lords.

he has served on a number of 
professional councils, learned 
societies and professional bodies in 
the uK including the economic and 
social Research council’s Research 
Grants Board, the council of the 
economic history society and the 
Governing Board of the Pensions 
Policy institute. 

Professor Johnson is a director of 
venues West, the Western Australian 
sports centre Trust, established by 
the state government to manage 
Western Australia’s major state-
owned sporting facilities. he is also 
a member of the council for the 
christ church Grammar school 
college; and a member of the 
Advisory council of the Australian 
Research council. he was elected to 
a Fellowship of the Royal historical 
society in 1987 and to the Academy 
of social sciences in 2001.

proFessor 

deborah terrY
Governors Committee

Professor Deborah Terry was 
appointed curtin university’s vice-
chancellor in February 2014 and is 
the current President of the Academy 

of social sciences in Australia 
(AssA) and member of the Board 
of universities Australia. she is also 
on the Board of AARneT, Australia’s 
Academic and Research network 
and previous chair of the Australian 
council of learned Academies and 
the Australian Research council’s 
college of experts in the social, 
Behavioural and economic sciences.

Professor Terry completed her 
PhD in social Psychology at the 
Australian national university. she 
had a distinguished career at the 
university of Queensland, initially 
as an internationally recognised 
scholar in psychology, before 
progressing through a number of 
senior leadership roles, including 
senior Deputy vice-chancellor. she 
was made an officer in the General 
Division (Ao) in June 2015 for 
distinguished service to education in 
the tertiary sector.

proFessor 

marGaret seares
Governors Committee

margaret seares is a former senior 
Deputy vice-chancellor at The 
university of Western Australia 
(uWA), retiring from that position at 
the end of 2008.

she holds a PhD from uWA in music, 
and also played the harpsichord 
professionally during her earlier 
academic career. she has extensive 
experience in arts administration, 
having been head of the school of 
music at uWA from 1993-95, ceo of 
the Western Australian Department 
for the Arts from 1995-97, and 
chair of the Australia council, the 
Australian Government’s arts funding 
and advisory board, from 1997-2001. 

since then she has been a member 
of a wide range of boards in the 
arts and education spheres, and 
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recently retired as chair of the Perth 
international Arts Festival.

in 2003 she was made officer of the 
order of Australia by the Australian 
Government for services to the arts 
and education and in 2013 she 
was awarded the Gold medal by 
the Australian institute of company 
Directors (WA).

mr Grant donaldson, sc
Selection Committee (Chair), 
Governors Committee

Grant Donaldson is the solicitor-
General for Western Australia. 

he graduated in law at The 
university of Western Australia before 
being awarded a Rhodes scholarship 
to study at oxford university. After 
further study in law he returned to 
Western Australia where he was a 
partner of the firm that is now known 
as King and Wood mallesons. 

he was, as a barrister, appointed 
senior counsel in 2004 and solicitor-
General in 2012.

he has been a visiting Fellow at 
the law school at The university 
of Western Australia since 1990 
and has taught courses in unjust 
enrichment and Restitution, conflict 
of laws, constitutional law, contract 
and Property law.

he has served on many occasions as 
a member of the Western Australian 
and Australia at large selection 
committees for award of the 
Rhodes scholarship. 

he has served as Deputy President 
of the equal opportunity Tribunal 
(Western Australia), Deputy chair of 
the legal Practice Board of Western 
Australia and successively as a 
council member, vice President and 
President of the Western Australian 
Bar Association. he has been a 
member of the ethics committee of 
the Royal Perth hospital.

he is a member of the Advisory 
Board of the law school at The 
university of Western Australia and a 
member of the Advisory Board of the 
law school at the university of notre 
Dame Australia.

he is a Fellow of the Australian 
Academy of law, a council member 
of the Australian institute of Judicial 
Administration, a member of the 
board of the constitutional centre 
of Western Australia and a board 
member of the Australian Association 
of constitutional law.

he is a director of the Fremantle 
Football club. 

dr andrew Forrest
Governors Committee and 
Selection Committee

industry and philanthropic leader 
Andrew Forrest grew up on a remote 
Australian cattle station, minderoo, 
before graduating from university 
and building a career in investment 
banking, mining and farming. in his 
professional life he has created some 
of the largest raw material exporters 
and infrastructure companies in 
the world. Andrew is chairman of 
Fortescue metals Group and the 
minderoo Foundation among other 
significant charities and companies. 
Recognised widely as family 
orientated and a strong community 
and arts supporter, the vast majority 
of his time is now invested locally and 
internationally in ventures to protect 
and support the underprivileged 
and communities.

dr nIcola Forrest 
Governors Committee and 
Selection Committee

nicola, ceo of minderoo Foundation, 
has been instrumental in building 
and diversifying the minderoo 
Foundation, particularly through 
education and the arts. in 2014 
she was awarded the university of 
canberra’s chancellor’s Award for 

services and Philanthropy, became 
the Western Australian of the year 
in the community category and 
she received an honorary doctor of 
letters from The university of Western 
Australia. nicola is Patron for 
sculpture by the sea, the Kimberley 
Rock Art Foundation and impact100 
WA. she is also a Director of the 
Black swan Theatre company and 
a member of the Prime minister’s 
community Business Partnership. 
Along with nicola’s philanthropic 
work she is also a director of the 
minderoo Group and managing 
Director of minderoo station. nicola’s 
priorities remain her family and 
supporting the wonderful team that 
manage the minderoo Foundation.

proFessor 

marK cassIdY
Warden of the Forrest Research 
Foundation, Governors 
Committee and Selection 
Committee

Professor mark cassidy is an ARc 
laureate Fellow, the lloyd’s Register 
Foundation chair in offshore 
Foundations, Deputy Director of 
the ARc centre of excellence 
for Geotechnical science and 
engineering and Director of uWA’s 
centre for offshore Foundation 
systems (coFs). mark graduated 
in civil engineering with a university 
medal from the university of 
Queensland in 1994, and as a 
Rhodes scholar, attained a doctorate 
in engineering science from the 
university of oxford in 1999. his 
research interests are in offshore 
geotechnics and engineering, 
predominantly in developing 
models for the analysis of oil and 
gas platforms, mobile drilling rigs, 
anchors and pipelines. mark is a 
distinguished civil engineer whose 
research has underpinned the safe 
and economic construction of oil 
and gas platforms in our oceans. 
his advice has been incorporated 
into the design of platform and 
pipeline infrastructure currently 
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being constructed off the coast of 
Western Australia. As an Australian 
Research council laureate Fellow, 
Professor cassidy’s research seeks 
solutions to unlock the vast reserves 
of stranded gas in our remote and 
deep oceans, where the geotechnical 
response of the seabed sediment 
is poorly understood. mark has 
published over 190 refereed journal 
and conference papers and jointly 
holds two international patents 
with singaporean mobile jack-up 
builders Keppel offshore and marine. 
he is a Fellow of the Australian 
Academy of Technological sciences 
and engineering and engineers 
Australia. mark was named Western 
Australian scientist of the year 2015.

proFessor 

Kate trInaJstIc
Selection Committee

Associate Professor Kate Trinajstic, 
Deputy Dean of Research, Faculty 
of science and engineering, 
curtin university, is a vertebrate 
palaeontologist who joined curtin 
university as a curtin Research 
Fellow in 2009. her current research 
focuses on how vertebrates evolved 
a skeleton.

she received her doctorate from 
The university of Western Australia 
in 2000.

Associate Professor Trinajstic 
currently serves on the Australian 
Research council college of experts, 
and has served as a councillor on 
several professional and learned 
societies including as President of the 
Royal society of Western Australia 
and secretary of Association of 
Australasian Palaeontologists.

Associate Professor Trinajstic is 
a past recipient of the malcolm 
mcintosh Prize for Physical sciences, 
one of the Prime minister’s Prizes for 
science 2010.

ms Kate o’hara
Selection Committee

Kate o’hara, executive Director of 
hawaiian, has a wealth of marketing 
and PR experience which started 
with JmG marketing in Perth. she 
is an astute businesswoman and 
networker, and a mentor to many in 
Perth marketing circles. Before joining 
hawaiian, Kate lived and worked 
in singapore, returning to Perth to 
advertising and PR management 
roles at The shorter Group and The 
capital Group. Kate manages the 
communication channels across all 
areas of hawaiian.

in her spare time, Kate is the chair 
of The 500 club, Deputy chair 
of the Black swan state Theatre 
company Board and Perth Fashion 
concepts Board.

dr alec o’connell
Selection Committee

Dr Alec o’connell commenced 
as the 7th headmaster of scotch 
college in June 2011. Before 
taking on the role of headmaster 
at scotch college, Dr o’connell 
was the Assistant Director at the 
catholic education office of WA 
where he held the portfolio of People 
and organisational services. he 
graduated as a teacher in 1982 
and since graduating has worked 
across K-Tertiary, including holding 
a variety of both teaching and 
administrative positions. 

he was the foundation head and 
ceo of Trinity at the university of 
WA and held the positions of the 
executive Director, vice chancellery 
and executive of Academic and 
student services at The university 
of notre Dame Australia. he was the 
WA chairperson and a member of 
the national Board of the Australian 
college of educators. 

he is a Fellow of the Australian 
college of educators, the Australian 

institute of management and the 
national Association of university 
colleges and halls and a life member 
of Trinity Residential college at The 
university of Western Australia.

Alec has a Doctor of Business 
Administration from The university 
of Western Australia where he 
investigated the concept of values 
congruence and its effect on 
organisational commitment. he also 
holds a Diploma of Teaching, Bachelor 
and master of education, Graduate 
Diploma of language studies and 
Diploma Royal society of Arts 
london. he has provided a number 
of guest lectures on the topic of 
leadership and values.

he currently is a member of 
the Board of Kidsafe Western 
Australia, the uWA Business school 
Ambassadorial committee.

Alec is married to Janny and has a 
daughter at university, Abbey and a 
son Grady who is in year 12.

proFessor robYn owens
Selection Committee

Professor Robyn owens is Deputy 
vice-chancellor (Research) at uWA 
and has responsibility for research 
policy development and leadership 
of the university’s research activities, 
postgraduate education, industry 
liaison, intellectual property and 
commercialisation. 

Professor Robyn owens has a Bsc 
(hons) from uWA and a msc and a 
DPhil from oxford, all in mathematics. 
she worked at l’université de Paris-
sud, orsay, continuing research in 
mathematical analysis before returning 
to uWA to work as a research 
mathematician.

she has lectured in mathematics 
and computer science at uWA, 
and electrical engineering and 
computer science at Berkeley, as 
well as for shorter periods in Thailand 
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and new Zealand. her research 
has focussed on computer vision, 
including feature detection in images, 
3D shape measurement, image 
understanding, and representation. 
she is a Fellow of the Australian 
computer society and a winner 
of the uK Rank Prize. in 2012, 
Professor owens was elected 
as a Fellow of the Australian 
Academy of Technological sciences 
and engineering.

Professor owens led development 
and research training through her 
previous role as Pro vice-chancellor 
(Research and Research Training) at 
uWA. Prior to this, she was head of 
the school of computer science and 
software engineering at uWA. she 
is currently chair of the universities 
Australia DvcR committee and a 
Board member of the Australian 
Astronomy observatory Advisory 
council, the integrated marine 
observing system and the 
Population health Research network.

proFessor 

harveY mIllar
Selection Committee

harvey millar is the national 
Director of the ARc centre of 
excellence in Plant energy Biology 
and is based at The university of 
Western Australia. he earned his 
PhD in Biochemistry and molecular 
Biology from the Australian national 
university in canberra (1997) and 
was a long-Term Post-Doctoral 
Fellow in the Department of Plant 
sciences and linacre college at the 
university of oxford, uK (1998-99). 
he has held a range of Australian 
Research council fellowships in 
Australia 2000-16. his research 
focuses on proteomics and plant 
respiration. using rice, wheat and 
Arabidopsis, he has provided insight 
into mitochondrial biogenesis and 
function, the mitochondrial proteome 
and genome, and mitochondrial 
transport. his research is focused on 
the long-term goal of improving the 

energy efficiency of plants through 
modification of their metabolism, 
protein turnover and respiration.

harvey’s honors and awards 
include isi highly cited Researcher, 
Thomson Reuters isi; charles Albert 
shull Award, American society of 
Plant Biologists; Fenner medal for 
Biology, Australian Academy of 
science; science minister’s Prize for 
life scientist of the year; Premier’s 
Prize for early career Achievement 
in science; Peter Goldacre medal, 
Australian society of Plant scientists.

proFessor 

davId morrIson
Selection Committee

David is an organisational 
Psychologist by training having 
graduated in this area from the 
universities of sheffield (masters) 
and Wales (PhD) in the uK. 

his PhD is in human Factors 
in engineering Design and he 
has worked in the broad area 
of technology, decision making 
and stress in both laboratory and 
industrial settings. his publication 
outputs cover diverse fields from 
ergonomics, engineering and 
economics to human resource 
management, clinical psychology and 
fundamental psychological research.

Prior to appointment at murdoch 
university David was a Winthrop 
Professor at The university of 
Western Australia. he was head of 
school of Psychology in the Faculty 
of life and Physical sciences and 
was the longest serving head for 
50 years, Director of the industrial 
and organisational Psychology and 
centre for organisational Research 
at uWA.

other academic appointments (in 
reverse chronology) have been held 
in schools of Psychology at the 
university of Queensland, murdoch 
university and the university of Wales 

institute of science and Technology 
and the university of st Andrews 
in scotland.

David is a registered Psychologist 
with organisational Psychology as 
an endorsed specialty, chartered 
member of the Australian human 
Resources institute, member of 
the Academy of management (us) 
and Associate Fellow of the British 
Psychological society.

in the past four years he has been 
the Deputy vice-chancellor for 
Research at murdoch university. 
The Development part of this portfolio 
was added to reflect the increased 
role he was taking in building 
international collaborations in Asia, 
india and Africa. David sits on the 
steering committee of the Australia 
Africa universities network (AAun) 
and is a board member for a number 
of organisations including: Pawsey 
supercomputer centre, national 
centre for excellence in Desalination, 
Australia china Business council and 
the WA Animal Resources Authority. 

proFessor 

Jonathan carapetIs
Selection Committee

Professor carapetis is the Director of 
the Telethon Kids institute in Perth, 
Western Australia.

he holds separate qualifications 
as a medical practitioner (mBBs), 
specialist paediatrician (FRAcP 
Paediatrics), specialist infectious 
diseases physician (FRAcP infect 
Dis), and specialist public health 
physician (FAFPhm), as well as 
a PhD.

he is recognised as a leading mind 
in the Australian health field, with 
particular expertise in indigenous 
child health.

Professor carapetis was the Director 
of the menzies school of health 
Research in Darwin from 2006-12 
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where he forged new directions in 
research and training to tackle the big 
problems in indigenous health.

Amongst his many accolades, 
Professor carapetis was awarded 
a Distinguished honorary Fellow 
from the menzies school of health 
Research in 2015, an honorary 
Doctor of science from charles 
Darwin university in 2013 and named 
as northern Territory Australian of the 
year for 2008. he has been named 
as one of Australia’s top 100 brains 
in cosmos magazine, selected in the 
top ten in medicine and health in the 
Bulletin magazine’s ‘smart 100’ list, 
and attended the Prime minister’s 
20:20 summit in canberra in 2008.

Professor carapetis has made 
an international contribution and 
commitment to the reduction of 
rheumatic heart disease. While 
rare in most developed countries, 
Australia has one of the highest rates 
of the disease in the world due to 
its prevalence within Aboriginal and 
Torres strait islander communities, 
particularly in northern Australia.

Professor carapetis undertook 
his medical training at the 
Royal melbourne and Royal 
children’s hospitals.

Previous positions include terms as 
Director of the centre for international 
child health at the university of 
melbourne, Theme Director at 
the murdoch children’s Research 
institute in melbourne and clinical 
Fellow in Paediatric infectious 
Diseases at the hospital for sick 
children, Toronto, canada.

Professor carapetis holds a 
clinical position with the Princess 
margaret hospital for children and 
is a Professor at The university of 
Western Australia. 

FoRResT ReseARch FounDATion annual report 2015  |  31  



The Forrest Research Foundation would like to 
thank all parties involved in putting this publication 
together including the Forrest Scholars, the 
Minderoo Foundation, the Governors, Selection 
Committee members, staff at the Foundation 
and across The University of Western Australia 
including UniPrint, Treasury and Investments 
(Financial Services), Development and Alumni 
Relations and the Office of the Vice-Chancellery.

32  |  FoRResT ReseARch FounDATion annual report 2015



coveR PhoToGRAPhy © mATTheW GAlliGAn



contact us
Madelaine Fisher
Executive Officer
Forrest Research Foundation 
M460, The University of Western Australia
Locked Bag 5005
PERTH WA 6001
T: +61 8 6488 5598
E: madelaine.fisher@uwa.edu.au

uniPrint 130562


